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MINUTES

Historic Preservation Commission

July 27, 2023 7:00 pm

Virtual Meeting

The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) of the City of Annapolis held its regularly 

scheduled public hearing on July 27, 2023 as a virtual public meeting.  Chair Leahy called the 

meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

Commissioners Present:  Chair Tim Leahy, Vice Chair Bobbi Collins, Dr. Wil 

Scott, William Williams, Kevin Smith,

Commissioners Absent: Leslie Xavier, Kim Finch

Others Present: John Tower, Chief of Historic Preservation, 

Jacquelyn Rouse, Senior Planner, Eric Leshinsky, 

Chief of Comprehensive Planning, Casey Ortiz, 

Planning & Zoning

CALL TO ORDER

Chair Leahy introduced the commissioners and staff.  He stated the Commission’s purpose 

pursuant to the authority of the land use articles.  

A. ROLL CALL

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JULY 11, 2023

Vice Chair Collins moved to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Scott seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed 5-0.  

C. OTHER BUSINESS
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1. 19 Maryland Avenue – Hammond/Harwood House – Shelley 

Rentsch/Annapolis Landscape Architect – Maryland Avenue Streetscape.

Executive Director Barbara Goyette and Landscape Architect Shelley Rentsch 

presented the design for modifications to the plantings and hardscape in front of 
the Hammond Harwood House on Maryland Ave.

Design aspects
There were three design aspects discussed:
- Paving materials and patterns
- Plantings (ferns and vinca)

 - Post and chain fence

Relevant guidelines
C.9 Landscape plants- relate in size and scale to the building and to the site
C.11 Sidewalk planting-  match material on contiguous properties and laid in traditional 
patterns
C.6 Fences - relate to the building and style of neighborhood

Commissioner Comments
Commissioners agreed that the plantings and landscape material are consistent with 
guidelines.  Commissioners discussed the post and chain fence and commented that it 
was not consistent with guidelines, and was not necessary. The applicant concurred that
another design edge feature could be added.  In general, commissioners agreed that the
application was feasible and looked forward to a full application at the next public 
hearing.

2. Annapolis Ahead – Annapolis Comprehensive Plan 2040 – Eric Leshinsky, 

Chief of Comprehensive Planning.

Mr. Leshinsky made a presentation of the draft Annapolis Comprehensive Plan 2040, 

which was released on June 15, 2023 and is currently in the public hearing/comments 

phase until September 22nd.  The draft is published online on the City’s website as well 

as a dedicated website www.AnnapolisAhead2040.com.  The public can review the 

document and submit written feedback through both avenues.  At the conclusion of the 

public review period, the Planning Commission will make a recommendation to the City 

Council.

He led a review of the document, with emphasis on the Land Use and Arts & Culture 

chapters as most relevant to the focus of the Commission.  The Commissioners asked 

questions about the Plan’s specifics related to Historic Preservation.  It was agreed that 

a follow-up discussion between the Chair and staff would be beneficial.
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The HPC will not provide a formal recommendation on the Plan; however, 

Commissioners are encouraged to give feedback as individuals through the public 

comments avenue.  

D. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS

Chair Leahy continues his work in refining the technical specifications for the guidelines 

project, and will have a Request for Proposal prepared in August.  

A training session on design review will be added to a meeting agenda in September as 

a refresher.

E. ADJOURNMENT

With there being no further business before the Commission, Vice Chair Collins moved 

to adjourn.  Mr. Scott seconded the motion.  The motion passed 5-0 and the meeting 

adjourned at 9:05 pm.

The next meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission is scheduled for September 

12, 2023 at 7:00 pm as a virtual public meeting.

Kimberly Consoli, Recorder
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